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Please note that our sound system is equipped with a T-Coil hearing loop. If you
are wearing hearing aids, please turn on “T Coil” mode for best hearing assistance.

deepening our connection to each other . . .

December 24, 2017
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Worship 10:00 a.m.

We are spiritual seekers working to grow in our love of God . . .
A WORD OF WELCOME
Please take a moment to sign the attendance register in the pew and pass it along your row.
If you have prayer requests you’d like lifted up in prayer, please write them on the
insert provided on the back of the pew.
PRELUDE

“Ding Dong, Merrily On High”

Traditional French Carol/arr Larson

*OPENING HYMN #148 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
*GATHERING WORDS (Responsive)
The promised one, anticipated savior,
Sought after to ease the world’s pain.
The one thought to surely bring peace.
The people waited. Finally you came
With the gift of teaching and healing.
Your life revealed a generous divinity,
Bequeathed the world a legacy of love.
Has your coming made a difference?
Have your teachings changed the world?
Has your love influenced my heart?
Today may the Messiah’s coming influence our lives.

Connie Schindler

Fragments of Your Ancient Name, Rupp

*RESPONSE OF PRAISE #132
The Fourth Advent Candle is lit
Love is a flame that burns in our heart. Jesus has come and will never depart.
When God is a child there’s joy in our song.
The last shall be first and the weak shall be strong,
and none shall be afraid.
WITNESS THROUGH MUSIC

Luke 1:26-38

pg. 56

WITNESS OF THE MODERN WORD “Sleep, Dream, Wake and Let it Be”
*Appropriate time for standing, if able.

SUNG RESPONSE #160 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

We will come forward to the communion table as a sign of our commitment and response to
Christ’s gracious invitation and loving presence. If you are unable to come forward, a deacon
will bring the elements to you.
INVITATION AND CALL TO GIVING
Connie Schindler
COMMUNION PRAYER (Responsive)
As the Holy Spirit strengthens your church, may this, your blessed bread,
which is now broken, bring life to us.
May we be living signs of the charity we share with one another.
May this, your holy cup, poured out for all, be our salvation.
We pray that we who drink from the one cup may be faithful signs of your love.
Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
FEAST OF JOY “Still, Still, Still”
arr J. Martin
All are invited to the table of the Lord. You may come forward to the table to receive the gift of
communion and make your gift in response.

. . . and sharing with the world our passion for justice and peace.
*SONG OF SENDING FORTH
*POSTLUDE

#153

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”

“Good Christians Friends, Rejoice”

Faber

*BENEDICTION

“The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy”

WITNESS OF THE ANCIENT WORD

MORNING PRAYERS/PASTORAL PRAYER (Please share your prayer concerns in writing.)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin
against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Connie Schindler
Rev. Paul Witmer

Rev. Paul Witmer, Minister
Judith Henry, Music Director

