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April 1, 2018 
Easter Sunday 

Worship 10:00 a.m.  
 

We are spiritual seekers working to grow in our love of God . . . 
 

A WORD OF WELCOME 
Please take a moment to sign the attendance register in the pew and pass it along your row. 

If you have prayer requests you’d like lifted up in prayer, please write them on the  
insert provided on the back of the pew.                                    

 
PRELUDE  “Come, Christians, Join to Sing/Excerpts from Bach’s Prelude in a minor”    arr Judith     
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP     (Responsive) Don Hiscox  
 We run to the tomb to be forever surprised. 
 Christ is risen! 
 Through our tears of sorrow and despair, we don’t recognize him. 
 Christ is risen! 
 Then he calls us by name. 
 Christ is risen! 
 We run into the world announcing, 
 “We have seen the Lord!” 
 Christ is risen!  
 
*OPENING HYMN    #216    “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”  (verses 1-3) 
 
*GATHERING PRAYER    
     Holy One, you come to us with power beyond all knowing. 
 You lift all things out of the dust, 
 you breathe life into every cell, 
 you call us into communion with you, 
 and you claim victory over death. 
 Blessed be your holy name now and forever.  Amen. 
  Feasting on the Word Worship Companion (2014), 147 

  
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE    #216  
 Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia! 
 Following our exalted Head, Alleluia! 
 Made like him, like him we rise, Alleluia! 
 Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia! 
  
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM      
 
*Appropriate time for standing, if able.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

         Our worship space is beautified by the gift 
  of  flowers with love and prayer from the 
  following individuals and families:  
  

 
 

                    In Memory 
 
Don and Drue Cavanaugh    Our Parents 
Virginia Rowen      Paul, husband; David, son 
Hal and Donna Rusk     Our Parents 
Karen Vroman and Don Hiscox    Cleo McDonald 
Roberts Family      Hugh and Doris Cavanaugh, 
       Don and Bette Jessen 
Paul Witmer and Lynn Heuss    Parents 
Jay Sohn and Julie McClatchey    Our Parents 
Warwick Family     Gerry Warwick 
Linda Yeoman      Gary and his family 
Denny Family      David Young 
Jane Shane      Olin Shane 
Bob and Connie Schindler    Our Parents 
Kathy Logsdon      Frieda Schaefer, Jim Schaefer 
 

                                           In Honor 
 
Warwick Family     Shelby Warwick and her baptism 
Paul and VeeAnn Cartwright    Helen Crew, mom 
Rita Strohman      Sister Katie 
Paul Witmer and Lynn Heuss    Family  
Don Hiscox and Karen Vroman    Shelby Warwick, Kent Morrison 
 



A SERVICE OF BAPTISM 

Shelby Warwick 

Kent Morrison 

Baptismal Collect 

 Creator Spirit, who in the beginning hovered over the waters, 

 who at Jesus’ baptism descended in the form of a dove, 

 who at Pentecost was poured out under the signs of fire and wind, 

 come to us, open our hearts and minds, 

  so that we may hear the life-giving word  

  and be renewed by your power  

 in the unity of the Father and the son, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Confession of Faith 

Scripture Sentences 

Statement of Purpose 

 From apostolic times persons have become disciples of Christ by confessing that Jesus is God’s  

 Messiah—the Lord and Savior of the World.  In obedience to Christ’s command and in likeness to  

 Christ’s example, they have been baptized. 

 Today we joyously receive new disciples into Christ’s one, holy and universal church. 

 Through baptism we are brought into union with Christ, with each other, and with the church  

 of every time and place. 

 Through baptism we are buried with Christ, that we like him, may be raised from the dead to  

 walk in newness of life. 

 Through baptism into Christ God graces us with the gift of the Holy Spirit to forgive our sins, to  

 cleanse us from all wrongs, to clothe us with God’s own righteousness, and to strengthen us all our  

 days. 

 Through baptism into Christ we gain a new identity as sons and daughters of God, and  

 receive new life-purpose of Christ-like ministry by word and deed. 

Prayer 
 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE #32  “Sing Hallelujah”        
 

Baptism 

Welcome 

 We welcome our new brother and sister in Christ, that we may all be spiritual seekers,  

working to grow in our love of God, deepening our connection to each other, and sharing with the 
world our passion for justice and peace.  Alleluia and Amen. 

 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE #32  “Sing Hallelujah”        

FEAST OF JOY    “Above All”         arr Wolaver 
All are invited to the table of the Lord.  You may come forward to the table to receive the gift of  
communion and make your gift in response.   
 
*SONG OF SENDING FORTH    #222     “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!”   
 

*POSTLUDE        “He Is Exalted”          T. Paris/arr Hayes  
 

*BENEDICTION  
Rev. Paul Witmer, Minister  

Judith Henry, Music Director 



WITNESS OF THE ANCIENT WORD      Philippians 1:1-11    pg. 196  Don Hiscox  
 
WITNESS OF THE MODERN WORD        "And this is my prayer . . . ”   Rev. Paul Witmer 
 

deepening our connection to each other . . . 
 
WITNESS THROUGH MUSIC    “Easter Anthem”   William Billings (Early American  Composer”                       
 

MORNING PRAYERS/PASTORAL PRAYER   (Please share your prayer concerns in writing.)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil:  for thine is the kingdom, and the power,  and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

. . . and sharing with the world our passion for justice and peace. 

A FAREWELL LITANY 
April 1, 2018 

 
Member: As we come to the Table, we call to mind all those who have been welcomed at this 
 feast.  To this table many have come with sorrow to share with the One who bears all our  
 grief.  And to this Table many have come with joys which can best be shared at a family  
 meal, where all are gathered as brothers and sisters of Christ and children of one Parent. 
 
 Today, we have come to the completion of ministry in this place of our pastor, Paul  
 Witmer. In the midst of the gathered people of Covenant Christian Church, we take these  
 moments to officially mark what is coming to an end.  In these moments, we release our  
 pastor to serve Women at the Well, even as we are nourished for the journey by the  
 Covenant meal of Christ’s love and forgiveness. 
 
Board Chair: In 2006, this congregation called Paul to serve as our pastor.  Now,12 years later,  
 we acknowledge the completion of his service. 
 
Pastor: Over these 12 years, you have called me pastor as I have preached the good News,  
 provided pastoral care, participated in meetings and continued to grow.  Together as  
 spiritual seekers, we have grown in our love of God, deepened our connection to each  
 other, and shared with the world our passion for justice and peace.  Now it is time for our  
 paths to separate. 
 
 

Member: Thank you for the ways in which your life has mingled with our lives.  We give you thanks  
 for your leadership, for your care, and for your influence.  We ask forgiveness for the  
 mistakes we have made.  And we send you from this place affirming we are not alone. 
 
Pastor: I gave thinks to God for the prayers which will surround me, and for the sustenance  
 provided from this table of love, even as I complete my ministry with you at Covenant  
 Christian Church.   In keeping with the love of Christ represented here, I forgive you the  
 mistakes you made, and ask your forgiveness for mistakes I have made. 

 

Board Chair: As we prepare to break the bread and drink the cup of the new covenant of Christ 

 which binds us together even as we remember Jesus pouring out the cup for the  

 forgiveness of many, will you, the congregation, forgive and release Paul as your pastor, and  

 bless him for the journey which is ahead? 

 

All:  Yes, we forgive, release and bless you.  We rejoice in the ways we have been blessed by  

 this ministry, and pray God’s rich blessing on you and on this congregation as we  

 part. 

 

Pastor: And I forgive, release and bless you, rejoicing in the ways I and my family have been blessed in 
our ministry.  May God continue to sustain and encourage you in the days ahead, even as we part. 
 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
We will come forward to the communion table as a sign of our commitment and response to  
Christ’s gracious invitation and loving presence.  If you are unable to come forward, a deacon  
will bring the elements to you.      
 INVITATION AND CALL TO GIVING      Don Hiscox 
 COMMUNION PRAYER  (written by Shelby)    Shelby Warwick 
 God of Love, we come to your table this Easter Sunday filled with joy at the good news  
 we have heard. Christ lives! 
 The bread we share and the cup we drink this day have renewed meaning as we have just  
 experienced in the past week the passion, betrayal, death and resurrection of your Son.   
 We feel your love for us. 
 Guide those in our church family who have been baptized this day, and will share these 
 symbols of your love. 
 Let your Holy Spirit wash over us as the waters of Shelby and Kent’s baptism have so 
 recently done.  Let our joy experiencing new life in Christ be a renewal for each of us. 
 Amen. 
 WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  


